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Introduction
A prophetic word was released over the houses of the GATE Family of Churches last week. I want to unpack that word for this house today so that it can be appropriated and incorporated into our lives and ministry. The Lord very clearly spoke that ‘the restraint over our house has been lifted.’ Let us try to make sense of what it means and how we can take possession of it as our very own.

1. God operates through the Process of Seed
Everything God does starts with a seed and then grows into harvest. Whether plant, animal or human life. Genesis 1:11-13, ‘Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.’ It went according to plan!
· Between seed and harvest there is a process of development that requires time, effort, investments, sacrifice, and adjustments. It is not automatic. Potential is in the seed (divine initiative) but the seed needs to be nurtured (human responsibility). A seed will not grow into a tree if it is left on a table or in your pocket. It must be planted in the soil, watered timeously, given sunlight, protected from the harsh realities of the environment. We must become very intentional – this is not jack & the bean stock!

· Seed is small but harvest is exponential! We can be discouraged & even frustrated in the seed-stage of life. Hence, ‘do not despise the day of small beginnings.’ Why? The seed stage in the cycle of anything is a time of formation - the seed is placed the soil or the womb. It is time of being lonely, isolated, invisible, obscure, confused and maybe even frustrated…

· Think about Joseph who is carrying this powerful dream of great things but he is disowned by family, abandoned in an empty, disused well, confined to slavery as a refugee, accused of things he never did, imprisoned, and forgotten by colleagues…This is the seed stage of development!

· But I will focus on the restraint and limitation – most times initiated by the Father – so that we are not born prematurely or underdeveloped – a cake cooked only on one side. Jesus understood this process ‘my time has not yet come.’

2. Restraint is a Piece of the Process
Whenever there is a process of development, there are multiple levels or phases. Each of these levels has its own character, dynamic, people, challenges which we must endure & enjoy before the next. Like a baby who crawls, sits, walks, runs then jumps and flies. Education: Preschool – primary school – secondary – tertiary and then post-graduate. Same with our Profession/Career/Relationships/Parenting…These levels are progressive and accumulative – line upon line & precept upon precept. 
What qualifies a person to move from one level to another? Maximize & Exhaust that Level. Learn your lessons and pass the tests. If you allowed to get from one grade to another with a 30% pass, when you come to the university of life you will fail. Restraint is when you are prevented from going to the next level. Nothing seems to be happening and there is no progress in still. 
So, it is in God – there is ladder with multiple steps. In each step we are restrained by God to ensure we have learnt our lessons well and pass with flying colours spiritually. God hardened Pharoah’s heart! Why? The Israelites were restrained in Egypt to witness the supernatural intervention of God through the plagues. Their faith could grow to endure the wilderness. Restraint is God’s curriculum to grow our Faith through patient and quite confidence in the Father.
Here is the challenge: In the time of restraint, we are tempted to engineer our own solutions! Sarai wavered in her faith – she laughed when she heard the prophecy that she and Abram would give birth to a son. There was a restraint over them for 10 years. During that time, they produced their own son in the flesh – Ishmael. While Moses is with God on the mountain for 40 days & nights – Aaron and Israel made their god, the golden calf.

3. Lifting the Restraint is a Mark of Readiness
God has lifted the restraint over the Family! I am here today to help us appropriate that prophecy in our lives personally and corporately. It is not automatic – God initiates but man must respond accordingly.
Matthew 13:1-7, ‘That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed.4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Let me just summarise that parable as a key to removing restraint, barriers, hurdles, blockages: Unquestionable Obedience to the Word by Grace. Proximity to the Word – determines our measure of Grace – our measure of Grace determines our increase. 
Word is not the 66 books of the Bible! But Christ, the living word, in the Scriptures. Jesus, as a leader of the Church, ministered to the crowd and the disciples – 5000 and 12. Crowd followed Jesus for the blessings and the disciples who were blessed already, went on to be a blessing. In every congregation there is the crowd & the sons. There was the 12 and in the 12 were the 3 and in the 3 was the one. 
Some would say – Peter for good reason….I am of the opinion it was John…for these reasons. What qualified him to be the one? He positioned himself in rest by reclining at the table – rest is when you cease to strive through the flesh – and he postured himself on the bosom of the Logos.  One ear to words of Jesus and the other to the heart of Jesus. He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit has to say – a spiritual ear. David will call it an inclined ear – ear that flips open like a satellite dish to capture the frequency of the heavens. It is an inquisitive ear that is curious to know – like an itching ear. Job talks about an ear that receives words like the tongue tastes food. The palette of the spiritual ear must be developed for the word called Christ.
I am suggesting to you that the way to ensure no restraints over our lives is to stay plugged into the word called Christ. Adjust the bandwidth that the signals are clear. 

Conclusion
Another part of the prophecy is the ‘Ashpenaz’ effect – let’s call it the ‘Ash’ effect to avoid any confusion. I will share more about this on Wednesday. But for now, Ashpenaz is the official responsible for the education, training and development of talent for service in the Babylonian empire. Babylon puts you through a regimental programme in the hope of getting exiles/refugees/slaves to benefit the kingdom. 
But, there is something very interesting happens to Daniel and his buddies. They are favoured and showed kindness by Ashpenaz that propels Daniel into purpose and destiny. In lifting the restraint over your lives you are going to find yourself in favour with people that will surprise and even shock you. I am already seeing this happen! One of the sons – she will share when the time is right – has come into favour from secular people even out of our country! Watch this space.
